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BARNABAS
A  M A N  W H O  WA S  A N  E N C O U R AG E R

YOU DON’T HAvE to read far in the Scriptures 
before you meet people like Abraham, Jacob, Josh-
ua, and Peter—people whose names were changed 
for special reasons. But perhaps the most dramatic 
example was when the apostles changed Joseph’s 
name to Barnabas (Ac 4:36).

A FAITH ExPERIENCE
The church in Jerusalem was exploding with new 
converts to Jesus Christ. And when Peter preached 
a message of faith and repentance following the 
mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Joseph, a Le-
vite from Cyprus, must have been among the thou-
sands who responded to the gospel. 

Joseph immediately joined the ranks of those who 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer” 
(2:42). However, we quickly learn that the apostles 
had changed his name to Barnabas, which means 
“Son of Encouragement.” But why?

UNUSUAL GENEROSITY
Barnabas was a well-to-do businessman from Cyprus 
who had invested wisely in real estate in Jerusalem 
and the surrounding area. But seeing the need to help 
the apostles meet the physical needs of new Chris-
tians, he voluntarily sold a field he owned and gave 
the entire proceeds to the apostles to distribute as 
needed (4:36–37). 

Why did the Holy Spirit inspire Luke to record 
this event? First, the Lord wants us to be exposed 
to Bar na bas’s example of generosity. Second, the 
Lord wants all of us to know that generous people 
are real encouragers. 

Believers who generously support Christian min-
istry financially remove a burden from the shoulders 
of spiritual leaders, which is a great source of en-
couragement. Unfortunately, many Christians don’t 
understand this reality. If they did, they would be far 
more generous. 

DEvOTION TO PEOPLE 
Barnabas was also an encourager because of his 
devotion to people. When Paul returned to Jerusa-
lem—approximately three years following his con-
version (Gl 1:18)—he was considered suspect by the 
other Christians. “He tried to join the disciples, but 
they were all afraid of him, since they did not believe 
he was a disciple” (Ac 9:26). Understandably, they 

thought Paul was feigning his conversion in order 
to get inside the system and then strike out in per-
secution at the right moment. 

Though several years had gone by, the believers 
in Jerusalem had not forgotten how this man had 
contributed to Stephen’s death and continued to at-
tack the church (8:1–3). However, Barnabas had taken 
time to get to know Paul. He knew this former per-
secutor was for real. Consequently, Barnabas went 
directly to the apostles and intervened on behalf of 
this murderer turned missionary (9:27).

SELFLESS EFFORT
Anytime we trust someone, we’re taking a risk. Bar-
na bas was willing to take that risk—but not on blind 
faith. He had taken time to get the facts about Paul—
to discover the truth: 

• First, he told the apostles that Paul had seen 
the Lord. 

• Second, he was convinced that the Lord had 
spoken directly to Paul. 

• Third, he had heard him preach boldly in the 
name of Jesus while in Damascus (9:27). 

• Fourth, Barnabas also knew that Paul had fled 
for his own life because of his bold stand for 
the gospel (9:23–25).

ARE YOU AN ENCOURAGER?
Consider the following questions: 

• Are you a generous Christian? What percent-
age of your income do you give to the Lord’s 
work on a regular basis? Do you consider this 
generous?

• Are you a trusting Christian? Do you believe in 
people, seeing the best in them? Do you take 
time to really get to know people? 

If you’re having difficulty responding positively 
to these questions, personalize for yourself Paul’s 
prayer from his letter to the Ephesians:

I pray that he may grant you, according to the rich-
es of his glory, to be strengthened with power in 
your inner being through his Spirit, and that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith. I pray that 
you, being rooted and firmly established in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the length and width, height and depth 
of God’s love, and to know Christ’s love that sur-
passes knowledge, so that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:16–19)
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AQUILA AND PRISCILLA
T E A M WO R K  I N  M I N I S T RY

AQUILA AND PRISCILLA were well-to-do Jews 
who had been living in Italy when the Roman emper-
or Claudius ordered all the Jews to leave Rome (Ac 
18:2). Consequently, they moved to the Greek city 
of Corinth and set up their tent-making business.

Shortly after their arrival, Paul came to Corinth to 
preach the gospel. Because Paul needed to provide 
for his own physical needs while doing his mission-
ary work, he linked up with Aquila and Priscilla in the 
tent-making trade (18:3–4).

We’re not told when Aquila and Priscilla respond-
ed to the gospel and became Christians. It may have 
happened while Paul toiled alongside them, making 
tents. He certainly would have described his dramat-
ic experience on the road to Damascus—his own 
conversion to Christ (9:1–19).

More likely, they believed in Jesus as their Messiah 
while listening to Paul expound the Old Testament 
Scriptures as “he reasoned in the synagogue every 
Sabbath and tried to persuade both Jews and Greeks” 
(18:4). But one thing is certain: At some point, they 
became convinced that Jesus is the Son of God and 
the Savior of the world (Jn 3:16).

SERvING TOGETHER
While ministering in Corinth, Paul planted a church. 
He stayed there a year and a half before moving on 
to Ephesus (Ac 18:11). By that time, Aquila and Priscil-
la had developed such a deep relationship with Paul 
that they decided to join him on his journey into Asia.

When they arrived in Ephesus, Paul stayed awhile, 
once again entering the synagogue each Sabbath to 
discuss the gospel with the Jews (18:19). The response 
of the Ephesian Jews was positive, but the Holy Spir-
it led Paul to leave that city, while Aquila and Priscil-
la remained to continue the work Paul had begun.

One of this couple’s most significant accomplish-
ments in Ephesus was to help a dynamic fellow Jew 
named Apollos understand more fully the gospel of 
God’s grace. Sensing that Apollos was theologically 
confused (he was still preaching the baptism of John), 
they invited him to their home, not only to demon-
strate hospitality, but also to share the same good 
news they had heard from their friend Paul. Apollos 
responded and became a great preacher and defend-
er of the gospel message (18:24–28).

BACK IN ROME 
We’re not told how long Aquila and Priscilla stayed 
in Ephesus. However, when Paul wrote his letter to 

the Roman Christians, he again greeted the two of 
them warmly, along with the church that was meet-
ing at their home (Rm 16:3–5). They were back in 
Rome, no doubt occupying the home they had left 
years earlier. 

Then Paul let us in on an important character qual-
ity possessed by Aquila and Priscilla. They were in-
credibly loyal to Paul and, more important, to Jesus 
Christ. Not only had they helped Paul preach the 
gospel and disciple new believers, but they had also 
“risked their own necks” for Paul and for the cause 
of the gospel (16:4).

That may have happened when Paul returned 
to Ephesus, where his teaching precipitated a 
sharp decline in business for those who crafted 
and sold the silver shrines of the goddess Arte-
mis (Ac 19:23–24). The ensuing riot almost cost 
Paul his own life (19:1–20:1). Aquila and Priscilla 
would have endured persecution along with Paul, 
since they certainly would not have stood idly by 
while their friend, brother, and mentor in Christ 
stood under fire.

AQUILA AND PRISCILLA TEAMS 
Today as then, God is looking for couples who have 
a heart to minister and who can effectively work 
together in presenting the gospel and building his 
church. There is so much you and your wife could 
do in your local church if you would make your time 
and energy available to your pastor and other church 
leaders. Prayerfully consider the options, and then 
discuss how God might want to use the two of you 
as a ministry team.

When I was a full-time pastor, I issued a chal-
lenge to all of the men serving on my elder board—
using Aquila and Priscilla as an example. Most of 
them were successful businessmen with a number 
of years ahead of them. Consequently, I urged them 
to begin at that moment to plan their retirement, 
thinking in terms of how they and their wives could 
independently serve the Lord, perhaps even trav-
eling to foreign mission fields to help carry out the 
Great Commission.

I’m thankful I issued this challenge. Several years 
later, most of these men—with their wives—took 
my words seriously. Though each couple had dif-
ferent resources available, most were able to care 
for themselves adequately in retirement and at the 
same time serve together in unique ways as hus-
band-and-wife teams.
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 earth,  even  less  will  we  if  we  turn  away  from 
 him  who  warns  us  from heav en. a 26  His  voice 
 shook  the  earth  at  that  time,  but  now  he  has 
prom ised,  Yet  once  more  I  will  shake  not 
 only  the  earth  but  also  the heav ens. a,b 
27  This ex pres sion, “ Yet  once  more,” indicates 
 the re mov al  of  what  can  be shak en c  —   that 
 is, cre at ed  things  —   so  that  what  is  not shak
en  might re main. 28 There fore,  since  we  are 
re ceiv ing  a king dom  that can not  be shak en, 
 let  us  be thank ful.  By  it,  we  may  serve  God 
ac cept ably,  with rev er ence  and  awe, d 29  for 
 our  God  is  a con sum ing  fire. e

FINAL ExHORTATIONS

13  Let broth er ly  love f con tin ue. 2  Don’t 
ne glect  to  show hos pi tal i ty,  for  by 

do ing  this  some  have wel comed an gels 
 as  guests with out know ing  it. g 3 Re mem
ber  those  in pris on,  as  though  you  were  in 
pris on  with  them,  and  the mis treat ed, b  as 
 though  you your selves  were suff er ing bodi
ly. c 4 Mar riage  is  to  be hon ored  by  all  and 
 the mar riage  bed  kept undefiled, be cause 
 God  will  judge  the sex u al ly im mor al  and 

adul ter ers. h 5  Keep  your  life  free  from  the 
 love  of mon ey.  Be sat is fied  with  what  you 
 have,  for  he him self  has  said,  I  will nev er 
 leave  you  or aban don  you. d,i 6 There fore, 
 we  may bold ly  say,
  The Lord is my helper;
  I will not be afraid.
  What can man do to me? e,j

7 Re mem ber  your lead ers  who  have spo
ken  God’s  word  to  you.  As  you care ful ly ob
serve  the out come  of  their  lives, im i tate  their 
 faith. k 8  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same yes ter day, 
to day,  and for ev er. l 9  Don’t  be  led  astray  by 
var i ous  kinds  of  strange teach ings;  for  it  is 
 good  for  the  heart  to  be es tab lished  by  grace 
 and  not  by  food reg u la tions,  since  those  who 
ob serve  them  have  not ben e fit ed. m 10  We 
 have  an al tar  from  which  those  who wor
ship  at  the tab er na cle  do  not  have  a  right  to 
 eat. n 11  For  the bod ies  of  those an i mals  whose 
 blood  is  brought  into  the  most  holy  place  by 
 the  high  priest o  as  a  sin off er ing  are  burned 
out side  the  camp. p 12 There fore,  Jesus  also 
suff ered out side  the  gate, q  so  that  he  might 

THE MEASURE OF A MANSELF-CONTROLLED

AS PAUL CONCLUDED a list of characteris-
tics that describe the mature man, he used the word 
self-controlled (Ti 1:8). The Greek word he used could 
also be translated as “self-disciplined.” Any one of 
us who has been involved in athletic contests can 
identify with this concept. It takes discipline to be 
prepared to compete and endure. 

A POWERFUL METAPHOR
The author of Hebrews used the Greek athletic 
games to illustrate the discipline we need to live 
the Christian life.

Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud 
of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside ev-
ery hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares 
us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies be-
fore us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and 
perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay be-
fore him, he endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. (Heb 12:1–2, emphasis added)

To compete effectively in these games, an athlete 
had to “lay aside every hindrance.” This can certainly 
refer to excessive body weight that restricts quick-
ness, speed, and endurance.  

SINFUL PRACTICES
The author of Hebrews identifies this “hindrance” as 
“the sin that so easily ensnares us.” Paul referred to 
this as “the works of the flesh,” which includes “sexual 
immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, sor-
cery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, 
carousing, and anything similar” (Gl 5:19–21). 

BAD HABITS
We may not indulge in these sinful practices de-
scribed by Paul, but have we developed habits that 
keep us from being on the cutting edge spiritually? 
Do you waste time on unprofitable activities? Do we 
neglect prayer, church involvement, and Bible read-
ing? Have we developed habits of laziness? Do we 
simply lack self-discipline? 

PROPER FOCUS
“Keeping our eyes on Jesus” is perhaps the most im-
portant lesson in this athletic metaphor. Any runner in 
the Greek games who took his eyes off the goal would 
lose valuable time and concentration. The same is true 
in the Christian life. When we take our focus off the Lord 
Jesus, we are in danger of getting spiritually sidetracked.

a 12:25 Heb 2:2–4; 
8:5; 11:7
b 12:26 Ex 19:18; Hg 2:6
c 12:27 1Co 7:31; 2Pt 3:10
d 12:28 Dn 2:44; 
Heb 13:15
e 12:29 Dt 4:24; 2Th 1:8
f 13:1 Rm 12:10; 1Pt 1:22
g 13:2 Gn 18:3; Mt 25:35

♦
h 13:3–4 Mt 25:36; 
1Co 6:9
i 13:5 Dt 31:6,8;  
Jos 1:5; Php 4:11
j 13:6 Ps 27:1; 56:4,11; 
118:6; Rm 8:31
k 13:7 Heb 6:12; 13:17,24
l 13:8 Jn 8:58; Heb 1:12
m 13:9 Eph 4:14; Col 2:16
n 13:10 1Co 9:13; 10:18
o 13:11 1Co 9:13; 10:18
p Ex 29:14; Lv 16:27
q 13:12 Jn 19:17; Ac 7:58
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  more numerous than those
  of the woman who has a husband. a,a

28  Now  you  too, broth ers  and sis ters,  like 
 Isaac, b  are chil dren  of prom ise. c 29  But  just 
 as  then  the  child  born  as  a re sult  of  the  flesh 
per se cut ed  the  one  born  as  a re sult  of  the 
Spir it, d  so  also  now. e 30  But  what  does  the 
Scrip ture  say? “ Drive  out  the  slave  and  her 
 son,  for  the  son  of  the  slave  will nev er  be  a 
coheir  with  the  son  of  the  free wom an.” b,f 
31 There fore, broth ers  and sis ters,  we  are  not 
chil dren  of  a  slave  but  of  the  free wom an. g

FREEDOM OF THE CHRISTIAN

5  For free dom,  Christ  set  us  free.  Stand 
 firm, h  then,  and  don’t sub mit  again  to 

 a  yoke  of slav ery. i 2  Take  note!  I,  Paul,  am 
tell ing  you  that  if  you  get your selves cir
cum cised,  Christ  will  not ben e fit  you  at  all. 

3  Again  I tes ti fy  to ev ery  man  who  gets him
self cir cum cised  that  he  is ob li gat ed  to  do 
 the en tire  law. 4  You  who  are try ing  to  be jus
ti fied  by  the  law  are alien at ed  from  Christ; 
 you  have fall en  from  grace. j 5  For  we ea ger ly 
 await k  through  the Spir it,  by  faith,  the  hope l 
 of righ teous ness. 6  For  in  Christ  Jesus nei
ther cir cum ci sion  nor un cir cum ci sion ac
com plish es any thing;  what mat ters  is  faith m 
work ing  through  love. n

7  You  were run ning  well.  Who pre vent ed 
 you  from be ing per suad ed re gard ing  the 
 truth? c,o 8  This per sua sion  does  not  come 
 from  the  one  who  calls  you. p 9  A lit tle leav
en d leavens  the  whole  batch  of  dough. 10  I 
my self  am per suad ed  in  the  Lord  you  will 
 not ac cept  any oth er  view.  But who ev er  it  is 
 that  is con fus ing  you  will  pay  the pen al ty. q 
11  Now broth ers  and sis ters,  if  I  still  preach 

THE MEASURE OF A MANHOLINESS—BECOMING LIKE CHRIST

AS WE STUDY the concept of Christian conver-
sion and growth, it’s clear from Scripture that there 
are three basic perspectives on holiness. 

POSITIONAL HOLINESS
This concept of holiness is based on how God the Fa-
ther sees us the moment we sincerely put our faith 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God 
sees us as perfectly holy because of the perfect ho-
liness of his Son.

This, of course, does not mean we are actually living 
holy lives as we should and can be. However, we should 
begin to live the way God planned once we are saved 
by grace through faith since “we are his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Eph 2:10). 

For example, the Corinthian Christians were called 
“saints” by Paul even though they were still living sin-
ful and carnal lives. This Greek word actually means 
“holy ones.” In spite of their sinful lifestyles, the Co-
rin thi ans were set apart as God’s holy people the mo-
ment they became believers.

PROGRESSIvE HOLINESS
Because of their previous lifestyles, it took time for the 
Corinthians to begin to live holy lives on a consistent 
basis. To become holy and Christlike is a process that 
should continue until we are with Jesus in heaven.

Becoming holy is a great emphasis in the New Tes-
tament letters. Again and again, we’re instructed to 
become like Christ. When writing to the Corinthi-
ans, for example, Paul addressed their sins directly 
and then urged them to pursue holy lives that re-
flect Christ’s love. 

PERFECT HOLINESS
Living a holy life that reflects the character of Jesus 
Christ is a lifetime process for all believers. However, 
when Jesus appears a second time, he’ll transform all 
true believers into his perfect image. We will be like 
him (1Co 15:51–55)!

AN ACT OF THE WILL
After our conversion to Christ, all Christians have a 
choice: Either we can walk by the Spirit and do what 
he desires, or we can keep in step with our sinful 
natures to do what we desire. Either we choose to 
offer the parts of our bodies “to sin as weapons for 
unrighteousness,” or we choose to offer ourselves 
to God “as those who are alive from the dead” and 
yield our bodies “as weapons for righteousness” 
(Rm 6:13).

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
A Christian who walks by the Spirit will reflect “the 
fruit of the Spirit” (Gl 5:22) rather than “the works of 
the flesh” (5:19). Paul outlines this “fruit” in Galatians 
5:22–23 and provides examples of the works of the 
flesh in 5:19–21. When we “walk worthy” of our call-
ing (Eph 4:1), we will reflect the fruit of the Spirit in 
our relationships.

The primary resource that enables us to walk 
by the Spirit is the Holy Spirit himself working 
through the Word of God. Because the Holy Spirit 
is the divine author of Scripture, and because he 
indwells every believer, he enables us to live out 
these truths in our lives—if we yield our lives to 
him (3:20–21).

a 4:27 Is 54:1
b 4:28 Ps 105:9; Jms 2:21
c Gn 12:7; Rm 9:8; Gl 3:29
d 4:29 Ps 51:11; Jn 1:33; 
Ac 2:4; Rm 8:9; Gl 
5:25; Ti 3:5; Rv 3:22
e Gn 21:9
f 4:30 Gn 21:10
g 4:31 1Pt 3:6
h 5:1 Rm 14:4; Php 1:27
i 4:21–5:1 Gl 4:22

♦
j 5:4 2Pt 3:18
k 5:5 Jd 21
l Rm 8:23–25; 1Th 1:3
m 5:6 1Th 1:3
n 1Co 13:1; Jms 2:18–22
o 5:7 Jn 8:14; 1Jn 5:20
p 5:8 Col 3:15; 1Pt 1:15
q 5:10 Mk 12:40
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 thinks  he  stands  must  be care ful  not  to  fall. a 
13  No temp ta tion  has  come  upon  you ex cept 
 what  is com mon  to hu man i ty.  But  God  is 
faith ful; b  he  will  not al low  you  to  be tempt
ed be yond  what  you  are  able,  but  with  the 
temp ta tion  he  will  also pro vide  the  way  out c 
 so  that  you  may  be  able  to  bear  it.

WARNING AGAINST IDOLATRY
14  So  then,  my  dear  friends,  flee  from idol a try. 
15  I  am speak ing  as  to sen si ble peo ple.  Judge 
 for your selves  what  I  am say ing. 16  The  cup d 
 of bless ing e  that  we  bless,  is  it  not  a shar
ing  in  the  blood  of  Christ?  The  bread f  that 
 we  break,  is  it  not  a shar ing  in  the  body  of 
 Christ? 17 Be cause  there  is  one  bread,  we 
 who  are  many  are  one g  body,  since  all  of  us 
 share  the  one  bread. 18 Con sid er  the peo ple 
 of Is ra el. a  Do  not  those  who  eat  the sac ri
fic es par tic i pate  in  the al tar? h 19  What  am  I 
say ing  then?  That  food sac ri ficed  to  idols  is 
any thing,  or  that  an  idol  is any thing? 20  No, 
 but  I  do  say  that  what  they b sac ri fice,  they 
sac ri fice  to de mons  and  not  to  God.  I  do  not 
 want  you  to  be par tic i pants  with de mons! 
21  You can not  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord  and 
 the  cup  of de mons.  You can not  share  in  the 
 Lord’s ta ble  and  the ta ble  of de mons. 22  Or 
 are  we pro vok ing  the  Lord  to jeal ou sy?  Are 
 we stron ger  than  he? i

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY
23 “Ev ery thing  is per mis si ble,” c  but  not ev
ery thing  is ben e fi cial. “Ev ery thing  is per
mis si ble,” c  but  not ev ery thing  builds  up. 
24  No  one  is  to  seek  his  own  good,  but  the 
 good  of  the oth er per son. j

25  Eat ev ery thing  that  is  sold  in  the  meat 
mar ket, with out rais ing ques tions  for  the 
 sake  of con science, 26  since  the  earth  is  the 
 Lord’s, k  and  all  that  is  in  it. d,l 27  If  any  of 
 the un be liev ers in vites  you  over  and  you 
 want  to  go,  eat ev ery thing  that  is  set be
fore  you, with out rais ing ques tions  for  the 
 sake  of con science. 28  But  if some one  says 
 to  you, “ This  is  food  from  a sac ri fice,”  do  not 
 eat  it, m  out  of consideration  for  the  one  who 
 told  you,  and  for  the  sake  of con science. e 
29  I  do  not  mean  your  own con science,  but 
 the oth er per son’s.  For  why  is  my free dom 
 judged n  by an oth er per son’s con science? 
30  If  I par take  with thanks giv ing, o  why  am 
 I crit i cized be cause  of some thing  for  which 
 I  give  thanks?

31  So, wheth er  you  eat  or  drink,  or what
ev er  you  do,  do ev ery thing  for  the glo ry  of 

 God. p 32  Give  no off ense q  to  Jews  or  Greeks 
 or  the  church  of  God, 33  just  as  I  also  try  to 
 please ev ery one  in ev ery thing,  not seek ing 
 my  own ben e fit,  but  the ben e fit  of  many, r  so 

11  that  they  may  be  saved. 1 Im i tate  me, 
 as  I  also im i tate  Christ. s

INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT 
HEAD COvERINGS
2  Now  I  praise  you f be cause  you re mem ber 
 me  in ev ery thing  and  hold  fast  to  the tra
di tions t  just  as  I de liv ered u  them  to  you. 
3  But  I  want  you  to  know  that  Christ  is  the 
 head v  of ev ery  man,  and  the  man  is  the 
 head  of  the wom an, g,w  and  God  is  the  head 
 of  Christ. x 4 Ev ery  man  who  prays  or proph
e sies  with some thing  on  his  head dis hon
ors y  his  head. 5 Ev ery wom an  who  prays  or 
proph e sies  with  her  head un cov ered dis
hon ors  her  head,  since  that  is  one  and  the 
 same  as hav ing  her  head  shaved. z 6  For  if  a 
wom an  doesn’t cov er  her  head,  she  should 
 have  her  hair  cut  off.  But  if  it  is dis grace ful 
 for  a wom an  to  have  her  hair  cut  off  or  her 
 head  shaved,  let  her  head  be cov ered.

7  A  man  should  not cov er  his  head, be
cause  he  is  the im age aa  and glo ry  of  God. ab 
 So  too, wom an  is  the glo ry  of  man. 8  For  man 
 did  not  come  from wom an,  but wom an  came 
 from  man. ac 9 Nei ther  was  man cre at ed  for 
 the  sake  of wom an,  but wom an  for  the  sake 
 of  man. 10  This  is  why  a wom an  should  have 
 a sym bol  of au thor i ty  on  her  head, be cause 
 of  the an gels. 11  In  the  Lord, how ev er, wom an 
 is  not in de pen dent  of  man,  and  man  is  not 
in de pen dent  of wom an. 12  For  just  as wom
an  came  from  man,  so  man  comes  through 
wom an,  and  all  things  come  from  God. ad

13  Judge ae  for your selves:  Is  it prop er  for  a 
wom an  to  pray  to  God  with  her  head un cov
ered? 14  Does  not  even na ture it self  teach af 

a 10:12 Pr 24:16; Heb 6:8
b 10:13 Nm 12:7
c 2Pt 2:9
d 10:16 Mt 26:27;  
Mk 14:23; Lk 22:17,20; 
1Co 11:25–26
e Mk 6:41; Gl 3:14
f Mt 26:26; Mk 14:22;  
Lk 22:19; Ac 2:42,46; 20:7
g 10:17 Jn 11:52; Eph 4:4
h 10:18 Gn 8:20; Lv 1:5; 
Nm 3:26; Dt 12:27;  
1Sm 2:28; 1Ch 6:49;  
Ps 26:6; Ezk 8:15; 
Heb 7:13
i 10:22 Ec 6:10
j 10:24 Mk 10:45; Php 2:4
k 10:26 Mk 13:19
l Ps 24:1
m 10:28 Lk 10:8
n 10:29 Lk 6:37
o 10:30 Mk 8:6; Rm 1:8

♦
p 10:31 Mk 10:37; Lk 9:32;  
Jn 17:24; 2Co 
3:18; 2Pt 3:18
q 10:32 Ac 24:16; Php 1:10
r 10:33 Mk 10:45
s 11:1 Php 2:5; 1Pt 2:21
t 11:2 2Th 2:15; 3:6
u Jd 3
v 11:3 Eph 1:22; 4:15; 
Col 1:18; 2:10,19
w Gn 3:16; Eph 5:23
x 1Co 3:23
y 11:4 1Pt 3:16
z 11:5 Dt 21:11–12
aa 11:7 Gn 1:27
ab Mk 10:37; Lk 9:32;  
Jn 17:24; 2Co 3:18;  
2Pt 3:18
ac 11:8 Gn 2:21–23; 
1Tm 2:13
ad 11:12 Ps 104:24; Rv 3:14
ae 11:13 Jn 5:22–30
af 11:14 Mt 28:20; 
Ac 4:2; 2Tm 4:11

a 10:18 Lit Look at Israel according to the flesh   b 10:20 Other mss read Gentiles   c 10:23 Other mss add for me   d 10:26 Ps 24:1   
e 10:28 Other mss add “For the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.”   f 11:2 Other mss add brothers,   g 11:3 Or the husband is 
the head of the wife

vERSE TO REMEMBER

So, wheth er  you  eat  or  drink,  or what   
ev er  you  do,  do ev ery thing  for  the glo ry 
 of  God.  Give  no of fense  to  Jews  or   
Greeks  or  the  church  of  God,  just  as  I 
 also  try  to  please ev ery one  in ev ery
thing,  not seek ing  my  own ben e fit,  but 
 the ben e fit  of  many,  so  that  they  may  be 
 saved. 1 coriNthiaNs 10:31-33

See A Faithful Witness on page 938
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glo ri fied  through  Jesus  Christ  in ev ery thing. 
 To  him  be  the glo ry  and  the pow er for ev er 
 and  ever.  Amen.

CHRISTIAN SUFFERING
12  Dear  friends,  don’t  be sur prised  when  the 
fi ery ordeal  comes  among  you  to  test  you, 
 as  if some thing un usu al  were hap pen ing 
 to  you. a 13 In stead, re joice  as  you  share  in 
 the suff er ings  of  Christ, b  so  that  you  may 
 also re joice  with  great  joy  when  his glo ry 
 is re vealed. c 14  If  you  are rid i culed  for  the 
 name  of  Christ, d  you  are  blessed, be cause 
 the Spir it  e  of glo ry  and  of  God  a  rests  on 
 you. 15  Let  none  of  you suff er  as  a mur der
er,  a  thief,  an evil do er,  or  a med dler. b 16  But 
 if any one suff ers  as  a Chris tian,  let  him  not 
 be  ashamed  but  let  him glo ri fy  God  in hav
ing  that  name. c 17  For  the  time  has  come  for 
judg ment f  to be gin  with  God’s house hold, g 
 and  if  it be gins  with  us,  what  will  the out
come  be  for  those  who dis obey  the gos pel 
 of  God?
 18 And if a righteous person is saved 

with difficulty,
  what will become of the ungodly 

and the sinner? d,h

19  So  then,  let  those  who suff er ac cord ing  to 
 God’s  will en trust them selves i  to  a faith ful 
Cre a tor  while do ing  what  is  good.

ABOUT THE ELDERS

5  I ex hort  the el ders  among  you  as  a fel low 
el der  and wit ness j  to  the suff er ings  of 

 Christ,  as  well  as  one  who  shares  in  the glo ry 
 about  to  be re vealed: k 2 Shep herd  God’s  flock 
 among  you, l  not over see ing e  out  of com pul
sion  but will ing ly,  as  God  would  have  you; f 
 not  out  of  greed  for mon ey  but ea ger ly; 3  not 
lord ing  it  over  those en trust ed  to  you,  but 
be ing ex am ples  to  the  flock. 4  And  when  the 
 chief Shep herd m ap pears,  you  will re ceive 
 the un fad ing  crown n  of glo ry. 5  In  the  same 
 way,  you  who  are youn ger,  be sub ject  to  the 
el ders.  All  of  you  clothe your selves  with g hu
mil i ty to ward  one an oth er, be cause
  God resists the proud
  but gives grace to the humble. h,o

THE MEASURE OF A MANHOSPITALITY—A BIBLICAL MANDATE

TO THE CHRISTIANS in Rome, Paul wrote, 
“Share with the saints in their needs; pursue hospi-
tality” (Rm 12:13). To another group of believers, Peter 
wrote, “Above all, maintain constant love for one an-
other, since ‘love covers a multitude of sins.’ Be hospi-
table to one another without complaining” (1Pt 4:8–9).

AN AMAZING ExAMPLE
When Peter preached about Jesus on the day of Pen-
tecost, thousands of Jews—both from Judea and 
from throughout the Hellenistic world—were con-
verted to Jesus Christ. They had come to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the Passover. However, once the church 
was born, many of the Hellenistic Jews stayed in Je-
rusalem to see what would happen. 

We then see an amazing demonstration of hospi-
tality: “For there was not a needy person among them 
because all those who owned lands or houses sold 

them, brought the proceeds of what was sold, and 
laid them at the apostles’ feet. This was then distrib-
uted to each person as any had need” (Ac 4:34–35). 

SPECIAL NEEDS
This unusual demonstration of love and care illus-
trates what it means to be hospitable. Unusual cir-
cumstances will always create special needs among 
God’s people. When a famine hit the believers in Je-
rusalem, the church in Antioch came to the rescue 
(11:27–30). When Paul faced special needs because 
of his imprisonment in Rome, the Philippian church 
rose to the occasion (Php 4:10–20).

Special needs emerge in the same way today. 
When they do, God’s people should respond. This 
may require monetary gifts, or it may involve using 
one’s home and other material resources to minister 
to others with love and friendship. 

a 4:12 1Pt 1:6–7
b 4:13 Gl 5:24; Php 3:10
c 1Co 1:7; Eph 1:17; 
2Th 1:7; 1Pt 1:7,13
d 4:14 Ps 89:50–51; 
Ac 5:41; 1Pt 2:20
e Ac 4:33; Rv 3:22
f 4:17 Mk 12:40; Jn 
5:22; Heb 10:27; 13:4
g Gl 6:10; Eph 2:19; 
1Tm 3:15; Heb 3:2
h 4:18 Pr 11:31
i 4:19 Ps 10:14; 2Co 1:9

♦
j 5:1 Ac 4:20
k Rm 8:18; Col 3:4
l 5:2 Jr 3:15; 23:1;  
Jn 21:16; Ac 20:28
m 5:4 Jn 10:11,14; 21:15–17; 
Heb 13:20; 1Pt 2:25
n 1Co 9:25; Rv 12:1
o 5:5 Pr 3:34; Jms 4:6

m
oc

bi
bl

e.
co

m
/h

sp
1

a 4:14 Or God’s glorious Spirit   b 4:15 Or as one who defrauds others   c 4:16 Other mss read in that case   d 4:18 Pr 11:31 LXX   
e 5:2 Other mss omit overseeing   f 5:2 Other mss omit as God would have you   g 5:5 Or you tie around yourselves    
h 5:5 Pr 3:34 LXX

vERSE TO REMEMBER

Shep herd  God’s  f lock  among  you,  not 
over see ing  out  of com pul sion  but will
ing ly,  as  God  would  have  you;  not  out  of 
 greed  for mon ey  but ea ger ly;  not lord ing 
 it  over  those en trust ed  to  you,  but be ing 
ex am ples  to  the  f lock. 1 pEtEr 5:2-3

See Embracing Servant Leadership on page 1092
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CONCLUSION
6 Hum ble a your selves, there fore, un der  the 
 mighty  hand b  of  God,  so  that  he  may ex alt 
 you  at  the prop er  time, 7 cast ing  all  your 
 cares  on  him, be cause  he  cares  about  you. c 
8  Be soberminded, d  be  alert. e  Your ad ver sary 
 the dev il f  is prowl ing  around  like  a roar ing 
 lion, look ing  for any one  he  can de vour. 9 Re
sist  him, g  firm  in  the  faith, know ing  that  the 
 same  kind  of suff er ings  are be ing ex pe ri
enced  by  your fel low be liev ers through out 
 the  world.

10  The  God  of  all  grace,  who  called  you  to 
 his eter nal glo ry h  in  Christ, a  will him self re
store, es tab lish, strength en,  and sup port  you 
af ter  you  have suff ered  a lit tle  while. b 11  To 
 him  be do min ion c for ev er. d  Amen.

12  Through Silvanus, e,i  a faith ful broth er ( as 
 I con sid er  him),  I  have writ ten  to  you briefl y 
 in or der  to en cour age  you  and  to tes ti fy  that 
 this  is  the  true  grace  of  God.  Stand  firm  in 
 it! 13  She  who  is  in Bab ylon, j cho sen to geth er 
 with  you,  sends  you greet ings,  as  does  Mark, 
 my  son. 14  Greet  one an oth er  with  a  kiss  of 
 love. k  Peace l  to  all  of  you  who  are  in  Christ. f

a 5:6 Lk 14:11
b 1Kg 8:42; 2Ch 6:32;  

Dn 9:15
c 5:7 Ps 55:22

d 5:8 1Th 5:6,8;  
2Tm 4:5; 1Pt 1:13; 4:7

e Rv 16:15
f Mt 4:1,10; Ac 13:10

g 5:9 Eph 6:13–14; Jms 4:7
h 5:10 1Pt 5:1,4; 2Pt 3:18

♦
i 5:12 Ac 15:22; 
1Th 1:1; 2Th 1:1

j 5:13 Rv 14:8; 16:19; 
17:5,18; 18:2,10,21

k 5:14 Rm 16:16; 1Co 16:20; 
2Co 13:12; 1Th 5:26

l Eph 6:23

a 5:10 Other mss read in Christ Jesus   b 5:10 Or to a small extent   c 5:11 Some mss read dominion and glory ; other mss read 
glory and dominion   d 5:11 Other mss read forever and ever   e 5:12 Or Silas ; Ac 15:22–32; 16:19–40; 17:1–16   f 5:14 Other mss 

read Christ Jesus. Amen.

vERSE TO REMEMBER

Hum ble your selves, there fore, un der 
 the  mighty  hand  of  God,  so  that  he  may 
ex alt  you  at  the prop er  time. 1 pEtEr 5:6

See A True Test of Maturity on page 94
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2200 BC 1900 BC2000 BC 1800 BC

•  Earliest pottery in South 
America 2200

•  ABRAHAM 2166–1991
•  JOB 2100?–1900?
•  Construction of Ziggurat 

at Ur in Sumer 2100
•  Abraham moves from 

Haran to Canaan. 2091

•  Destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah 2085

•  God’s covenant with 
Abraham 2081?

•  Ishmael born 2080?
•  ISAAC 2066–1886
•  JACOB 2006–1859

•  Contraceptives are 
developed in Egypt. 2000

•  Chinese create first zoo, 
Park of Intelligence. 2000

•  Babylonians and Egyptians 
divide days into hours, 
minutes, and seconds. 2000

•  Mesopotamians learn to solve 
quadratic equations. 2000

•  Code of medical ethics, 
Mesopotamia 2000

•  Courier systems of 
communication are developed 
in both China and Egypt. 2000

•  JOSEPH 1915-1805

  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11TH DYNASTY OF EGYPT 2134–1991

3RD DYNASTY OF UR 2113–2006

12TH DYNASTY OF EGYPT 1991–1786

GENESIS
CIRCUMSTANCES OF WRITING
Since pre-Christian times, authorship of the Torah, 
the first five books of the Bible, has been attributed 
to Moses, an enormously influential Israelite leader 
from the second millennium BC with an aristocratic 
Egyptian background. Even though Genesis is techni-
cally anonymous, both the Old and New Testaments 
unanimously recognize Moses as the Torah’s author 
(Jos 8:35; 2Ch 23:18; Neh 8:1; Mk 12:19,26; Lk 2:22; Rm 
10:5; Heb 10:28). At the same time, evidence in Gen-
esis suggests that minor editorial changes dating to 
ancient times have been inserted into the text. Ex-
amples include the mention of “Dan” (14:14), a city 
that was not named until the days of the judges (Jdg 
18:29), and the use of a phrase that assumed the ex-
istence of Israelite kings (Gn 36:31).

The Torah (Hebrew for “law”) was seen as one unit 
until at least the second century BC. Sometime prior 
to the birth of Christ, the Torah was divided into five 
separate books, later referred to as the Pentateuch (lit 
“five vessels”). Genesis, the first book of the Torah, 
provides both the universal history of humankind 
and the patriarchal history of the nation of Israel. The 
first section (chaps. 1–11) is a general history com-
monly called the “primeval history,” showing how all 
humanity descended from one couple and became 
sinners. The second section (chaps. 12–50) is a more 
specific history commonly referred to as the “patri-
archal history,” focusing on the covenant God made 
with Abraham and his descendants: Isaac, Jacob, and 
Jacob’s twelve sons. Genesis unfolds God’s plan to 
bless and redeem humanity through Abraham’s de-
scendants. The book concludes with the events that 
led to the Israelites being in the land of Egypt.

CONTRIBUTION TO THE BIBLE
Genesis lays the groundwork for everything else we 
read and experience in Scripture. Through Genesis 
we understand where we came from, how we got 
in the fallen state we are in, and the beginnings of 
God’s gracious work on our behalf. Genesis unfolds 
God’s original purpose for humanity.

Genesis provides the foundation from which we 
understand God’s covenant with Israel that was es-
tablished with the giving of the Law. For the Israelite 
community, the stories of the origins of humanity, 
sin, and the covenant relationship with God helped 
them understand why God gave them the Law.

STRUCTURE
Genesis is chiefly a narrative. From a narrative 
standpoint, God is the only true hero of the Bible, 
and the book of Genesis has the distinct privilege 
of introducing him. God is the first subject of a verb 
in the book and is mentioned more frequently than 
any other character in the Bible. The content of the 
first eleven chapters is distinct from the patriar-
chal stories in chapters 12–50. The primary liter-
ary device is the catchphrase “these are the family 
records.” The phrase is broader in meaning than 
simply “generation” and refers more to a narrative 
account. This was a common practice in ancient 
Near Eastern writings. This phrase also serves as 
a link between the key person in the previous nar-
rative and the one anticipated in the next section. 
Genesis could be described as historical genealogy, 
which ties together creation and human history in 
one continuum.



READING PLAN

☐ Genesis 1–3 ☐ Genesis 12:1–13:4 ☐ Genesis 23:1–25:18 ☐ Genesis 33–34 ☐ Genesis 42–43

☐ Genesis 4–5 ☐ Genesis 13:5–16:16 ☐ Genesis 25:19–26:35 ☐ Genesis 35–36 ☐ Genesis 44:1–45:15

☐ Genesis 6–8 ☐ Genesis 17–18 ☐ Genesis 27–28 ☐ Genesis 37–38 ☐ Genesis 45:16–46:34

☐ Genesis 9–10 ☐ Genesis 19–20 ☐ Genesis 29–30 ☐ Genesis 39 ☐ Genesis 47:1–49:28

☐ Genesis 11 ☐ Genesis 21–22 ☐ Genesis 31–32 ☐ Genesis 40–41 ☐ Genesis 49:29–50:26

2200 BC 1900 BC2000 BC 1800 BC

  

•  ABRAHAM 2166–1991
•  JOB 2100?–1900?
  

  

  

  

  
•  ISAAC 2066–1886
•  JACOB 2006–1859

  

  

  

  

  

  

•  JOSEPH 1915-1805

•  Benjamin is born; 
Rachel dies. 1900

•  Potter’s wheel is introduced 
to Crete. 1900

•  Use of the sail in the Aegean 1900
•  Egyptian town of El Lahun gives 

evidence of town planning with 
streets at right angles. 1900

•  Mesopotamian mathematicians 
discover what later came to 
be called the Pythagorean 
theorem. 1900

•  Joseph sold into Egypt 1898
•  Khnumhotep II, an architect 

of Pharaoh Amenemhet II, 
develops encryption. 1900

•  Musical theory, 
Mesopotamia 1800

•  Multiplication tables, 
Mesopotamia 1800

•  Babylonians develop catalog 
of stars and planets. 1800

•  Book of the Dead, Egypt 1800

•  Horses are introduced 
in Egypt. 1800

•  Wooden plows, Scandinavia 1800

OUTLINE
 I. CreatIon of Heaven and eartH (1:1–2:3)
 II. tHe Human famIly In and outsIde 

tHe Garden (2:4–4:26)
 III. adam’s famIly lIne (5:1–6:8)
 Iv. noaH and HIs famIly (6:9–9:29)
 v. tHe natIons and tHe tower of BaBel (10:1–11:26)
 vI. fatHer aBraHam (11:27–25:11)

 vII. IsHmael’s famIly lIne (25:12–18)
 vIII. IsaaC’s famIly: JaCoB and esau (25:19–35:29)
 IX. esau’s famIly (36:18)
 X. esau, fatHer of tHe edomItes (36:9–37:1)
 XI. JaCoB’s famIly: JosepH and HIs 

BrotHers (37:2–50:26)



JOHN
CIRCUMSTANCES OF WRITING
A close reading of the Gospel of John suggests that 
the author was an apostle (1:14; cp. 2:11; 19:35), one 
of the Twelve (“the disciple Jesus loved”; 13:23; 19:26; 
20:2; 21:20; cp. 21:24–25), and, still more specifically, 
John, the son of Zebedee. The church fathers, too, at-
tested to this identification (e.g., Irenaeus). Because 
the apostolic office was foundational in the history 
of the church (Ac 2:42; Eph 2:20), the apostolic au-
thorship of John’s Gospel invests it with special au-
thority as a firsthand eyewitness (Jn 15:27; 1Jn 1:1–4).

The most plausible date of writing is the period 
between AD 70 (the date of the destruction of the 
temple) and 100 (the end of John’s lifetime), with a 
date in the 80s most likely. A date after 70 is sug-
gested by the references to the Sea of Tiberias in 
6:1 and 21:1 (a name widely used for the Sea of Gali-
lee only toward the end of the first century); Thom-
as’s confession of Jesus as “my Lord and my God” in 
20:28 (possibly a statement against emperor wor-
ship in the time of Domitian); the reference to Pe-
ter’s martyrdom, which occurred in 65 or 66 (21:19); 
the lack of reference to the Sadducees, who ceased 
to be a Jewish religious party after 70; and the com-
parative ease with which John equated Jesus with 
God (1:1,14,18; 10:30; 20:28). 

The testimony of the early church also favors a 
date after AD 70. Clement of Alexandria stated, “Last 
of all, John, perceiving that the external facts had 
been made plain [in the other canonical Gospels] . . .  
composed a spiritual gospel” (Eusebius, Ecclesiasti-
cal History 6.14.7). The most likely place of writing is 
Ephesus (Irenaeus, Against Heresies 3.1.2; see Euse-
bius, Ecclesiastical History 3.1.1), one of the most im-
portant urban centers of the Roman Empire at the 
time, though the envisioned readership of John’s 
Gospel transcends any one historical setting. 

John’s original audience was probably composed 
of people in the larger Greco-Roman world in Ephe-
sus and beyond toward the close of the first century 
AD. Hence John frequently explained Jewish customs 
and Palestinian geography and translated Aramaic 
terms into Greek. 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE BIBLE
Of all the Gospels and any of the New Testament 
books, the Gospel of John most clearly teaches 
the deity and preexistence of Christ (1:1–2,18; 8:58; 
17:5,24; 20:28). Together with the Gospel of Mat-
thew, it provides the most striking proofs of Jesus’s 
messiahship. It does so by narrating seven messianic 
signs, by seven “I am” statements of Jesus, by specific 
fulfillment quotations, especially at Jesus’s passion, 
and by showing how Jesus fulfilled the symbolism 
inherent in a variety of Jewish festivals and institu-
tions. Jesus’s messianic mission is shown to origi-
nate with God the Father, “the one who sent” Jesus 
(7:16,18,28,33; 8:26,29; 15:21), and to culminate in his 
commissioning of his new messianic community in 
the power of his Spirit (20:21–22). John’s Trinitarian 
teaching is among the most overt presentations of 
the tri-unity of the Godhead—Father, Son, and Spir-
it—in the entire New Testament and has provided 
much of the material for early Trinitarian and Chris-
tological formulations in the history of the church.

STRUCTURE
John is divided into two main parts. In the first sec-
tion (chaps. 2–11) the focus is on both Jesus’s ministry 
to “the world” and the signs he performed. Jesus per-
forms seven signs that meet with varying respons-
es. The second major section (chaps. 12–21) reveals 
Jesus’s teaching to his disciples and the triumphant 
“hour” of his passion. John’s record of the passion 

AD 18–29 AD 30–33

•  Caiaphas is high priest. 18–36
•  Pontius Pilate is prefect 

of Judea. 26–36
•  John the Baptist’s 

ministry begins. 29

•  Jesus’s baptism 29
•  Jesus’s wilderness 

temptations 29
•  Jesus’s call of his first  

disciples 29

•  Jesus cleanses the temple 
at Passover. 30

•  Jesus’s ministry in Galilee 
autumn 30 to sPring 32

•  Jesus’s feeding of the 5,000 
during Passover 32

•  Jesus’s teachings at the Festival 
of Shelters autumn 32

•  Growing opposition to 
Jesus at the Festival of 
Dedication winter 32/33



focuses on Jesus’s control of the events. He had to 
instruct his adversaries on how to arrest him (18:4–8).  
Pilate struggled with his decision, but Jesus knew 

what would happen. Jesus died as the Lamb and was 
sacrificed at the very time lambs were being sacri-
ficed for Passover (19:14).

OUTLINE
 I. Prologue: ChrIst as the eternal Word (1:1–18)
 a. the Word (1:1)
 b. the Word and CreatIon (1:2–5)
 C. the Word and the World (1:6–18)

 II. PresentatIon of ChrIst as the 
son of god (1:19–12:50)

 a. by John the baPtIst (1:19–34)
 b. to hIs dIsCIPles (1:35–51)
 C. through mIraCulous sIgns (2:1–12:50)

 III. InstruCtIon of the tWelve by 
the son of god (13:1–17:26)

 a. the last suPPer (13:1–38)
 b. the Way to the father (14:1–31)

 C. the true vIne (15:1–27)
 d. the gIft of the sPIrIt (16:1–33)
 e. Jesus’s hIgh-PrIestly Prayer  

 (17:1–26)
 Iv. sufferIng of ChrIst as the 

son of god (18:1–20:31)
 a. hIs arrest, trIal, and death  

 (18:1–19:42)
 b. hIs trIumPh over death (20:1–31)

 v. ePIlogue: the ContInuIng Work 
of the son of god (21:1–25)

 a. aPPearanCes to hIs dIsCIPles (21:1–14)
 b. assIgnment to hIs dIsCIPles (21:15–25)

READING PLAN

☐ John 1:1–34 ☐ John 6:1–59 ☐ John 10:1–42 ☐ John 14:1–31 ☐ John 18:28–19:16a

☐ John 1:35–2:25 ☐ John 6:60–7:24 ☐ John 11:1–44 ☐ John 15:1–16:4 ☐ John 19:16b–42

☐ John 3:1–36 ☐ John 7:25–8:11 ☐ John 11:45–12:19 ☐ John 16:5–33 ☐ John 20:1–31

☐ John 4:1–42 ☐ John 8:12–59 ☐ John 12:20–50 ☐ John 17:1–26 ☐ John 21:1–25

☐ John 4:43–5:47 ☐ John 9:1–41 ☐ John 13:1–38 ☐ John 18:1–27

AD 33 AD 33

•  Jesus raises Lazarus from 
death. winter 33

•  Jesus’s last journey to 
Jerusalem by way of Samaria 
and Galilee Late winter 33

•  Jesus’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem sunday, nisan 9, 33

•  Jesus’s second cleansing of the 
temple monday, nisan 10, 33

•  Jesus teaches in the temple and 
prophesies the destruction of 
Jerusalem. tuesday, nisan 11, 33

•  Judas bargains with the Jewish 
leaders to betray Jesus. tuesday 
evening, nisan 11, 33

•  Jesus celebrates Passover 
with his disciples. thursday 
evening, nisan 13, 33

•  Jesus’s trials and crucifixion 
friday, nisan 14, 33

•  Jesus’s resurrection 
sunday, nisan 16, 33

•  Jesus’s ascension; forty days 
after his resurrection 33

•  Day of Pentecost; seven 
weeks following Jesus’s 
resurrection may 24, 33




